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YOUR LAST PRESENTATION 
NEKC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE   08/21/2024

INDEPENDENCE AVENUE CID     08/01/2024

SEPTEMBER 21, 2024

▪ RECENT EVENTS
▪ HAPPENING ON THE AVENUE
▪ STOREFRONT REBATE PROGRAM (SIR) UPDATE
▪ INDEPENDENCE AVE CID & TITAN REPORTS
▪ TITAN ‘FOUR CORNERS’
▪ THE NE NEWSPAPER’S “CID-CENTERFOLDS”
▪ THE EGG EVENTS
▪ UPCOMING EVENTS

THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE

THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE

PRESENTED BY: BOBBI BAKER, NEKC CHAMBER PRESIDENT/CEO & IA CID MANAGER
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The ‘EGG’ & NE News Office  NEKC Chamber, IA CID & HNE Office



*NEWSWORTHY*
NORTHEAST KANSAS CITY

NEKC CHAMBER & CID 

SUMMER 2024
* KCUR–NPR

* KCTV 5

* FOX 4



Rep. Emanuel Cleaver II & local officials kick-off conference 

VCV Connects 4 cities in 2 states and 2 counties with the 
goal of 24-mile, zero-emission, regional transit route.

Bi-State Sustainable Reinvestment Corridor Project
AUGUST 8, 2024



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

AUGUST 8, 2024

ATTENDEES: 11 + 4 STAFF 

TOPIC: NATIONAL MONEY DAY

GUEST SPEAKER: ALL ATTENDEES

TREATS BY…



NORTHEAST NEIGHBOROOD OPEN HOUSE @ NEKC CHAMBER, IA CID & NORTHEAST NEWS 

TUESDAY EVENING 

AUGUST 13, 2024

FOOD BY 

La Piña Loka



THURSDAY

AUGUST 15, 2024 



COMMUNITY CHAMPION

TEAM RESOURCE MANAGER

LAURA BIRDSONG

FRIDAY

AUGUST 15, 2024



KESSLER PARK 
ADVISORY GROUP

City Employee’s share with the

Northeast KC’s neighborhoods

the process of applying for the

City’s Public Improvement

Advisory Committee Program.

(PIAC) 

AUGUST 21, 2024
&

SEPTEMBER 17, 2024



7 TOPICS: 1) Low-Barrier Shelter update, 2) business 
safety concerns, particularly at Wilson Road & 
Independence, 3) municipal jail and detention issues, 4) 
HAVE KCPD & TITAN PATROL TOGETHER FOR SHOW 
OF FORCE, 5) restorative justice – reformative vs punitive 
justice, 6) houseless using business’s Wi-Fi, 7) mental 
health facility installation proposal at Belvedere Park site.   

ATTENDEES: 17
2 KCPD 

1 City Prosecutor

5 Business Reps

3 TITAN Angels & 3 Officers

4 Office Staff

2 Mattie Rhodes Reps

Belvedere Park Site

SAFETY & SECURITY MEETING 

AUGUST 22, 2024



TASTY TOPIC TALK 
NEKC CHAMBER 

LUNCHEON
AUGUST 27, 2024

ATTENDEES: 12 + 4 STAFF

SPEAKERS: The Chosen Artists for the 

Truck-Eating-Bridge

TOPIC: Reveal of their Bridge Artwork 

Michael Stewart

Dr Stephani Reynolds

Lunch by:

Las Tres Palmas
4201 E 9th St, KCMO



NEKC CHAMBER 
BI-ANNUAL 

TASTE & TOUR EVENT

SEPTEMBER 6, 2024

64 TRAVELERS



TASTE & TOUR EVENT



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

SEPT 8, 2024

ATTENDEES: 7 + 3 STAFF 

TOPIC: HISTORY OF LABOR DAY
GUEST SPEAKER: LON CLARK

TREATS BY…



LYKINS SQUARE PARK ART INSTALLATION

Work Force Development Luncheon

September 10, 2024



Northeast Community Education Forum on Housing Solutions

The Northeast Working Group
Rep. Ingrid Burnett & Dr. Anne Williamson

September 12, 2024

The purpose of this meeting is to inform the 

public about the forthcoming Northeast

‘Transformation Plan’ and obtain public 

feedback about the Plan’s draft set of priorities.



SEPT 18, 2024 CID STAFF… 

NIGHT OUT AT THE ‘K’
TICKETS DONATED BY ROYAL’S NON-PROFITE
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NEW GUTTERING SYSTEM REPAVED & STRIPED

STOREFRONT
IMPROVEMENT 

REBATE (SIR)
PROGRAM 2024



Kansas City Terminal Railway Bridge

5899 Independence Avenue

The Independence Avenue Bridge in Kansas City, 

Missouri was built in 1912. The bridge is owned by the 

Kansas City Terminal Railway and is located on the 

southern border of the Indian Mound neighborhood and 

northern border of the Sheffield neighborhood. It's a 

railroad bridge that allows trains to cross over 

Independence Avenue, the bridge height allows a tight 

underpass for vehicles.

The bridge is 12 feet tall, which is shorter than the 

height of most large trucks and has been the subject of 

many collisions. Since 2020, at least 40 trucks have hit 

the bridge, and in February 2024, the city installed 

warning curtains to help keep drivers safe. The bridge 

is known as the "truck-eating bridge" and has become a 

local celebrity, with its own Facebook groups, t-shirt, 

and internet memes.



4TH District PIAC APPLICATION 

“Truck Eating” Railroad Bridge Enhancement Project  | $55,000
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4TH District PIAC APPLICATION 

“Truck Eating” Railroad Bridge Enhancement Project  | $55,000

2025-2026 PIAC APPLICATION

The NEKC Chamber seeks to 

receive $55,000 in 4th District 

PIAC Funding to continue the 

enhancement of the railroad 

bridge. The funds shall be 

purposed towards:

1. Continue mural

implementation along the

interior walls of the railroad

bridge.

2. Repair the city-owned

electrical conduits and non-

working lights above the

sidewalks.

3. Install additional pedestrian

lights above the sidewalks to

increase pedestrian safety

under the bridge.

The NEKC Chamber has 

submitted a proposal to the 

Missouri Department of 

Conservation. The funds will 

be used to plant trees, 

bushes and other native 

plants along the hill side 

slopes abutting the tracks. 

➢ The goal of the “truck

eating railroad bridge”

project is to establish a

memorable gateway

experience into the City.

➢ Objectives include artist

enhancement of the

bridge, increased safety of

the bridge and to

celebrate its notoriety.

Partners involved in this 

unique project proudly 

include:

• City of Kansas City

• Missouri Department of

Conservation

• NEKC Chamber of Commerce

• Historic Northeast Arts

• Independence Avenue CID

• Kansas City Terminal Railway

• City Roots Nursery

• Sheffield Neighborhood

• Indian Mound Neighborhood

• Rachael Ginnings, founder

and administrator of the

Independence Avenue Bridge

Facebook Page.



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
HAPPENING ON THE AVENUE…



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
HAPPENING ON THE AVENUE…



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
HAPPENING ON THE AVENUE…



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
SUMMER CLEANUP



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
KEEPING THE AVENUE CLEAN LAWN & INDEPENDENCE



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
SUMMER ACTIVITIES

STAFF CALLS FOR EMT 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS



17 ALLEYWAYS
MANAGED BY:

NEKC CHAMBER

IMPLEMENTED BY:

INDEPENDENCE AVE CID 

2 CLEANUPS: AUG 1 – SEPT 19



1) Indiana – Bales, 2) Bales – Askew North side of the Ave 
About 650 Lbs Trash |  7 USA  | 7 x 2 = 14 Hrs Aug 22, 2024 

AFTER AFTER AFTER



2nd week 

SEPTEMBER

2024

USA REPORT

Adrian 

VanDusen



ALL ACTIVITY: Year-to-Year

2016                   2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022           2023             2024

USA REPORT

TODAY
½ MONTH

MARCH 2020 

COVID BEGINS 

½ MONTH½ WEEK



BY TASK

USA REPORT

2023

2024

180

400

AUG 1 TO SEPT 19

400



USA REPORT

TIRE PICKUP

RECYCLING

BULKY

½ MONTH

AUGUST

JAN 2018 TO TODAY

CLEAN UP 

BY THE POUND 



DEC 2020: COVID Store Visits

ACTIVITY: Year-to-YearTITAN REPORT

JANUARY 2021: COVID Store Visits

TODAY

½ MONTH½ WEEK

½ MONTH



INCIDENT

COUNT

2024

2023

TITAN REPORT
DOWN BY HALF

AUG 1 TO SEPT 19

DOWN BY ALMOST HALF



ACTIVITY
BY ADDRESS

TITAN REPORT

1

37 CALLS IN 1 ½ MONTHS

3201 Independence 

1

25 CALLS IN 1 ½ MONTHS

5800 Wilson Rd

2024

2023
5800 Wilson Rd

AUG 1 TO SEPT 19



TITAN REPORT

OVERALL

ACTIVITY

2024

2023
AUG 1 TO SEPT 19



TITAN REPORT

WILSON RD
VERSE

INDEPENDENCE AVE

2024

2023
AUG 1 TO SEPT 19



2601 INDEPENDENCE 2435 INDEPENDENCE   2635 INDEPENDENCE

2425 INDEPENDENCE   2807 INDEPENDENCE  5926 WILSON

AVAILABLE SPACE ON…



8-16-2024  BOOST MOBILE (2601)

6-14-2024  WOODLAWN & INDEP

6-21-2024  PERKY BROS STORAGE

8-30-2024   CENTRAL BANK KC

5-10-24  SHEFFIELED MARKER 

9-13-2024  ARTS BLOCK BUIDING

8-23-2024    SVN INNOVATION 



9-4-2024

7-22-2024

8-20-2024

8-12-20249-11-2024

INDEPENDENCE AVENUE’S ‘OVERLAY’ ZONES

CURRENT ISSUE  9-18-2024 



DEC 2 & 3: HNE ARTISTS OPEN 

STUDIO TOUR       21+ ATTENDEES

Book Your Event @ theEGG Online      www.NEKCchamber.com

AVAIALABLE FOR CREATIVITYJUNE-JULY: PLAY REHEARSAL 

Independence Blvd Christian Church

7:30 PM Friday, July 19

3:00 PM Saturday, July 20

6:00 PM Tuesday, July 23

10:30 PM Friday, July 26

9:00 PM Saturday, July 27

The EGG   EVENTS



UPCOMING 
EVENTS

FRIDAY, SEPT 24, 2024 FRIDAY, SEPT 20, 2024TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2024

TASTY TOPIC TALK LUNCH
COFFEE CULTURE & 

CONVERSATION

THURSDAY, OCT 10, 2024

NE 

NEWS

INDEPENDENCE TRUCK-EATING 

ARTIST REVEAL EDC COMMUNITY OFFICE

ROBERT LONG



THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE
2657 INDEPENDENCE BLVD, KCMO

CHRIS ROSS
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