
INDEPENDENCE AVENUE STRONG

COMMUNITY COMPASSION…



YOUR LAST PRESENTATION 
NEKC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE        02/18/2026
INDEPENDENCE AVENUE CID                01/15/2026

MARCH 19, 2026 
1) RECENT EVENTS
2) HAPPENING ON THE AVENUE
3) INDEPENDENCE AVE CID & TITAN REPORTS
4) TITAN ‘FOUR CORNERS’ 
5) THE NE NEWSPAPER’S “CID-CENTERFOLDS”
6) THE EGG EVENTS
7) UPCOMING EVENTS

THE HISTORIC NORTHEAST ‘INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE’

THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE

PRESENTED BY: BOBBI BAKER, NEKC CHAMBER PRESIDENT/CEO & IA CID MANAGER

NE 
NEWS

A
G
E
N
D
A

The ‘EGG’ & NE News Office       NEKC Chamber, IA CID & HNE Office

126 GUESTS (JAN 1 – FEB 28, 2026)



ATTENDEES: 10 IN-HOUSE + 4 ZOOM + 5 STAFF
• KCATA/Titan authority and trespass procedures 

and they have a program called Adopt-a-Stop.
• Town Hall on vacant building fires being scheduled

HNE SAFETY & SECURITY MEETING Jan 15, 2024
TITAN FORGOTTEN 

HOMES
Neighborhood 

• Homelessness
• Repeat nuisance offenders (RNOs)
• Urban CID Alliance Updates
• Public safety and jail/detention center updates

Adopt-a-Stop



NEKC LUNCHEON
TASTY, TOPIC, TALK

DATE: January 27, 2026
TOPIC: Website Marketing 
ATTENDEES: 12 In-House + 6 Staff
GUEST SPEAKER: Monica Rynolds, Owner     
ABCDESR Vo Vox Pop Marketing  

LUNCH BY: 
Las Tres Palmas
4201 E 9th St., KCMO

INTERVIEW



Thursday, Feb 10, 2025
@ The EGG Event Space

2025 RESIDENTS SURVEY

Planning proposals - public review



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &
CONVERSATION

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2025
ATTENDEES: 5 + 5 STAFF 

DATE: February 12, 2026
TOPIC: Valentine's Day 
ATTENDEES: 9 In-House + 6 staff
GUEST SPEAKER: Martha Jasso, Owner

MARTHA

BUSINESS CARD DRAWING WINNERS 
Accepting Floral Arrangement GiftsLove Expression’s Gift Shop

4618 Independence Ave
loveexpressionsflowers.com



2 / 1 7 / 2 0 2 6

BEADS,
BEANS & 

BOOZE

FAT TUESDAY 2026 



2 / 1 7 / 2 0 2 6

BEADS,
BEANS & 

BOOZE

FAT TUESDAY 2026 

Costume Winners 
King & queen



• Gas Station Drugs Ordinance - City Council passage
• Gambling Machines in establishments on the Ave 
• Alcohol Impact Area Ordinance proposal to limit sales of   

smaller bottles of alcohol in certain city locations

HNE SAFETY & SECURITY MEETING Feb 19, 2026
TITAN

• Homelessness gatherings along the Avenue 
• Repeat nuisance offenders (RNOs)
• Bus Stop Activity – Titan & KCATA coordination
• Public safety: East Patrol re-opened its 14-person jail

ATTENDEES: 10 IN-HOUSE + 4 ZOOM + 6 STAFF

Alcohol Impact Area Ordinance 



NEKC LUNCHEON
TASTY, TOPIC, TALK

DATE: February 24, 2026
TOPIC: Northeast Youth Soccer leagues &               
………. Global Soccer
ATTENDEES: 18 In-House + 2 Zoom
GUEST SPEAKER: KC’s Global FC (Football Club)

LUNCH BY: 
Charritos Plaza 
3831 Independence Ave., KCMO

Kansas City non-profit organization serving refugee youth through 
1) soccer, 2) education, and 3) mentoring.

Northeast Youth Soccer League Panel
Brad, Raggie, Jordan, Hector, Diego

CHAMBER & CID 
SOCCER SHIRT 
SPONSORSHIP



February 25, 2026

CID EMPLOYEES

Laura Lon

$52 Million Investment in Riverside, MO



March 1, 2026
CID & Chamber Staff Attend 

ASofC Annual Event 



Lyle “Butch” Butner
Independence Avenue Community Improvement District

CID Ambassador 2015 - 2026

March 6, 2026 
You are a much-respected Urban
Street Ambassador and Community
Hero. Thank you for your years of
service & commitment to the Avenue!



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &
CONVERSATION
DATE: March 12, 2026
TOPIC: Discover Ways to Ride in KC 
ATTENDEES: 9 In-House + 1 Zoom
GUEST SPEAKER: 1) Lynelle Haugabrook,   
WAY TO GO Program Coordinator

2) Karen Clawson, 
Air & Mobility Programs Manager

MARTHA

Transit Mobility & Upcoming Soccer Matches

4618 Independence Ave
loveexpressionsflowers.com

waytogokc.org



EXPERIENCE HISTORICNORTHEAST

HAPPENING IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 2026

Woodlawn Elementary School to 
Be Demolished to Make Way for 
Construction of a New Educational 
Campus on the Existing Site  

New Municipal Detention Center 
Proposal Moves Facility to Front 
Street in East Bottoms

Kansas City Public School System 
Approves Sale of Closed Askew 
School for Proposal to Convert into 
Senior Citizen Housing 



EXPLORE HISTORICNORTHEAST

HAPPENING IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 2026
A Community Forum at Rev-Ed 
Office Invited Council Members 
to Address Parental Concerns 
Regarding Detention Center Site 
Proposed on Front Street

Indian Mound’s Park Receives 
Upgrades Just in Time for Word 
Soccer 2026

The “Truck-Eating Bridge” at 
Independent Ave & Wilson Rd 
remains undefeated again so far 
in 2026



EXPLORE HISTORICNORTHEAST

HAPPENING IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 2026

Saint Anthony’s Parish located at 
318 Benton Blvd holds its annual 
FEAST OF ST JOSEPH, March 19

Healing House Grand Opening 
for a new FAMILY ENRICHMENT 
CENTER located on St. John 
Avenue

TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL
meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesday 
of each month at the NEKC 
Chamber/CID office 2657 Independence 



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2026
HAPPENING ON CART SHOPPING ON THE AVE…



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
HAPPENING ON USAs MANAGING FALL FOILAGE

BEFORE AFTER BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER BEFORE AFTER

DURING

DURING



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
HAPPENING ON CLEANING UP MESSES LEFT ON THE AVE

AFTER

BEFORE AFTER BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTERBEFORE



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2026
HAPPENING ON REMOVING SNOW & ICE

BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTERBEFORE AFTER

BUS STOPS

BUSINESS
ENTRANCES

SIDEWALK
CORNERS



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2026
HAPPENING ON CLEANING UP MESSES ALONG THE AVE

BEFORE AFTER BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER BEFORE AFTER

DURING



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2026
HAPPENING ON 

HOLIDAY 
DECORATIONS 
RETURNED TO 

STORAGE

CLEANING UP MESSES ALONG THE AVE

BEFORE AFTER BEFORE AFTER BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
HAPPENING ON CLEANING UP MESSES ALONG THE AVE



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
HAPPENING ON CLEANING UP MESSES ALONG THE AVE



17 HNE ALLEYWAYS
MANAGED BY:
NEKC CHAMBER
IMPLEMENTED BY:
INDEPENDENCE AVE CID
PARTNERED WITH:
CITY OF KCMO 

2 ALLEYWAY CLEANUPS: JAN 15 – MARCH 18, 2026

WINTER REPORT



#1 FEB 2, 2026, DENVER - HARDESTY
AFTERBEFORE



#2 FEB 2, 2026, VAN BRUNT- BRIGHTON
AFTERBEFORE



ALL ACTIVITY (YEAR-TO-YEAR)

2016              2017                 2018           2019 2020              2021 2022                2023               2024               2025        
2026

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT 

APRIL
½ WEEK

COVID
ERA ½ MARCH



2026

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT

2025

ACTIVITY 
DETAILS

155

155

JAN 15 – MARCH 18, 2026

JAN 15 – MARCH 18, 2025



TIRE PICKUP

RECYCLING

BULKY ½ MARCH

JUNE 2018 to TODAY

CLEAN UP YEAR-TO-YEAR

TIRES, RECYCLING & BULKY ITEM 

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT 



TIRES, RECYCLING & 
BULKY ITEM CLEAN UP 

BY QUANTITY

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT 

2026

2025

60

60

JAN 15 – MARCH 18, 2026

JAN 15 – MARCH 18, 2025

FULL MONTH (FEB)

FULL MONTH (FEB)

FULL MONTH (FEB)

FULL MONTH (FEB)

FEBRUARY 2026 BULKY ITEM: 61 
FEBRUARY 2026 TIRE PICKUP: 122 

MARCH 2026 TIRE PICKUP: 3   
MARCH 2026 BULKY ITEM: 17 

JANUARY 2026 TIRE PICKUP: 10  
JANUARY 2026 BULKY ITEM: ?  



CLEAN UP BY 
LOCATION

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT 

2026

2025

JAN 15 – MARCH 18, 2026

JAN 15 – MARCH 18, 2025



ACTIVITY YEAR-TO-YEAR

TITAN REPORT

JUNE 2015 to TODAYCOVID 
STORE 
VISITS

½ MARCH



2026

TITAN REPORT 

2025

INCIDENT 
COUNT

DEC 17, 2025 - FEB 17, 2026

DEC 17, 2024 - FEB 17, 2025



TITAN REPORT 

50 CALLS IN 2 MONTHS

2025

36 CALLS IN 2 MONTHS

2024

1

1

ACTIVITY
BY ADDRESS

JAN 15 – MARCH 18, 2026

JAN 15 – MARCH 18, 2025



WILSON RD
VERSES

INDEPENDENCE AVE

TITAN REPORT

JAN 15 – MARCH 18, 2026 JAN 15 – MARCH 18, 2025



OVERALL ACTIVITY 

TITAN REPORT  

1

JAN 15 – MARCH 18, 2026 JAN 15 – MARCH 18, 2025



3-13-2026 Mobile Solutions

2-6-2026 Love Expressions

2-27-2026  Sons Of Columbus

3-6-2026 Pho Bowl

2-13-2026  99c Bargain Market

1-23-2026 Acapulco Comida

1-30-2026  Catracha Mex

INDEPENDENCE AVENUE CID  

JAN & FEB 2026



1-30-2026

2-25-2026

2-18-2026

2-11-2026 1-21-2026

SHOPS “JUST-AROUND-THE-CORNER” 

CURRENT ISSUE 3-12-2026 



NOVEMBER 13, 2025
DECEMBER 11, 2025:
COFFEE, CUTLURE & 
CONVERSATION

Book Your Event @ theEGG Online      www.NEKCchamber.com

FEBUARY 10, 2025: 
PREVIEW TRUMAN PLAZA 
PLAN UPDATE 

MARCH 6, 2025: 
BRIAN MAPES Color/Draw at 
theEGG
SATURDAY, 10:00am – 2:00pm

The EGG   EVENTS



2601 INDEPENDENCE 2435 INDEPENDENCE                             2635 INDEPENDENCE

2815 INDEPENDENCE                         3066 INDEPENDENCE               3220 INDEPENDENCE    

AVAILABLE SPACE ON…



3245 INDEPENDENCE 3500 INDEPENDENCE                        2425 INDEPENDENCE

3616, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26 INDEPENDENCE                                        3708 & 10 INDEPENDENCE     

AVAILABLE SPACE ON…



UPCOMING 
EVENTS

TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 2026
TASTY TOPIC TALK LUNCHEON

COFFEE CULTURE & 
CONVERSATION

THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2026

NE 
NEWS

UMKC legal dept discussion

SAFETY & SECURITY MEETING
THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 2026
The latest on crime prevention CID - NEKC Chamber Office

THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 2026

Economic Development 
Corporation of KC 

HAPPY HOUR 

Preventing Human Trafficking



NEKC CHAMBER CEO 
& 

IA CID DISTRICT 
MANAGER

CHAMBER EVENTS 
DIRECTOR 

& 
ARTS COORINATOR

RESOURCE 
& 

AMBASSADOR 
MANAGER

AMBASSADOR 
OF 

BUSINESS 
COMMUNICATIONS

URBAN PLANNER 
& 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
MANAGER

URBAN PLANNER 
& 

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY

1   Northeast ‘STRIVIN’    .
….COMBAT Board
2   Kansas City Chamber 
….Public Safety Coalition
3   KC ‘VISION ZERO’ Advisory
4   HNE Houseless Coalition 
5   Small Developers of KC
6   HNE Events Board                 
7   KC CID Alliance
8   HNE Media Board
9   Central Bank of KC’s …  
….Advisory Board: New 
….Market Tax Credits 
10 Hasna Sal Public Art 
….Foundation Board
11 Award: ‘Carol Coe’    
….Community Defender 

1   KC SourceLink Liaison 
2   Welcome KC Committee
3   KC Refugee & Immigrant 
….Services & Empowerment 
….Board
4   The EGG (Economic   
….Growth Gallery) Planner
5   Northeast KC Arts Board
6   Historic Northeast (HNE)                 
… Events Board
7   Northeast Arts KC Board                                                     
8   Award: 2024 Downtown 
….Council's Urban Heroes 

1   NEKC Safety & Security 
….Committee
2   Award: Community
….Champion 816
3   Certified Harm Reduction 
….Specialist
4   Historic Northeast (HNE) 
….Community Engagement 
….Liaison 
5   KCMO Houseless Summit 
….Ambassador
6   National Coalition for the   
….Homeless: Civil Rights 
….Organizing Committee                                
7   Founder/CEO Beyond The 
….Wall 
8   KC CID Alliance

1   Aweil East Community 
….Association Inc - USA 
….former Chairman
2   NEKC Chamber Liaison
….for the Historic Northeast 
….Area Businesses
3   Social Media Campaigner
4   World Ambassador      
….Liaison 

1   Kessler Park Conservancy 
….Committee
2   MARC Bi-State
….Sustainable Corridor 
….Advisory Board
3   MARC Regional Solid
….Waste Management Plan 
….Update Committee
5   Urban Core Group 
….Advisory Council.
6   NEKC Safety & Security 
….Committee                              
7   KC CID Alliance
8   CID Government Affairs 
….Committee                              

1   NEKC Safety & Security 
….Committee
2   Independence Avenue
….Storefront Improvement 
….Rebate Advisory Board
3   The Paseo Gateway & 
….Choice Neighborhood 
….Initiative Liaison
4   Information Technology 
….Liaison 

NEKC CHAMBER & INDEPENDENCE AVENUE COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (CID)

Bobbi Baker                         Rebecca Koop                        Laura Birdsong                           Rol Diing                                  Mike Spady                                 Lon Clark

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT WITH LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES 



THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE
2657 INDEPENDENCE BLVD, KCMO
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